Prader-Willi syndrome: cycloid psychosis in a genetic subtype?
Prader-Willi syndrome (PWS) is a genetically determined disorder associated with the loss of the paternal contribution to the proximal part of the long arm of chromosome 15. Its pathophysiology is dominated by hypothalamic dysfunctions. The psychopathological phenotype comprises affective and psychotic symptoms as well as an increase of pre-existent obsessive-compulsive behaviors. The present study comprises 19 PWS patients who were referred for neuropsychiatric evaluation because of psychotic deterioration. Patients were assessed by using the elements of semistructured symptom checklists. In the majority a genetic analysis was performed to detect the underlying chromosomal defect. In 16 of the 19 patients a diagnosis of cycloid psychosis could be established. The other three showed a bipolar affective disorder. Of the psychotic patients, 11 were diagnosed as UPD and one as del 15q11-13. The remaining four patients were diagnosed clinically. For various reasons the genetic etiology could not be established. In PWS patients with a psychotic disorder (cycloid psychosis) a disproportional number of UPD is found.